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            Not to long ago, my only recommendation for a scanner for your PC would have been an HP.  
Not any longer. I have just finished a couple of weeks testing of the new “Visioneer OneTouch 9020 
USB”.  This unit has really changed my mind. Check out www.visioneer.com and look at the flatbed 
scanners.  
  
            Speed is one important feature, I have USB 2.0 capability and the Visioneer 9020 is USB 2.0 
compliant. What is also handy is that the unit is also backward compatible so it works well with the old 
USB 1.0 standard. For those that are unaware USB 2.0 is 40 times faster than the original USB with 
version transferring 480 Mbps compared to 12 Mbps.  If speed is a key motivator for you always make 
sure that all your new purchases are USB 2.0 compliant. 
  
            Another very important aspect is the quality of the scanner, and here I was blown out of the 
water. I was always proud of how clear my scans were, but I am now amazed at the improvement in 
clarity when making a color copy of a photo. In scanning several hundred photos, from an album of very 
old Sepia toned, Black & White, and old color images, my best results by far came from scanning in 
color format. And none of them were less than excellent.  
  
            Not only is the Visioneer One touch 9020 USB a superior surface scanner, it is capable of 
scanning Slides and negatives.  I have not yet had the time to test the efficiency and effectiveness of that 
function, but that deserves a full column anyway.  
  
            The scanner has an optical resolution of 1200 X 4800 DPI (Dots Per Inch) and an optical bit 
depth of 48 bits per pixel.  For the non-technical like my self, that means it has very high resolution and 
the scan will be very sharp and clear (Assuming that you are using a sharp clear original). I hate to have 
to say that but some could interpret that to mean that you can make good pictures out of bad.  This 
scanner is great, but none that I am aware of can do that.  
  
            Setup of the scanner is really easy, Install the CD software, connect the USB connection and 
plug the unit in.  You have finished the install. Easy as that! System requirements are moderate, an IBM 
(or compatible) computer using Microsoft (* Windows 2000, Windows ME or Windows XP. One 
available USB port (Either USB 1.1 or USB 2.0), 64 MB (or more) of RAM 70 MB of free hard drive 
space a VGA or SVGA Monitor and a CD ROM drive. If you have at least this configuration you can 
use this superb scanner. 
  
            I have only just begun my testing, and I am already sure that this is the way to go. The software 
could be stronger, but so many other products already on my computer do a better job. This unit appears 
to be a great buy for $129.00 (recommended retail but you can find it for less).  
I have no problem recommending this as a Super deal that is just to good to miss. Try it, I promise you 
won’t be sorry.  
  
Missed a column?  Check out the PC PRIMER WEB PAGE @ www.rollanet.org/~pcprimer a listing of 
the last ten weeks of columns.  
  
Any questions or comments about this or other PC Primer columns can be sent by E-mail to 
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